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December 25, 2016     The Gift of Glory -  John 1:14 

 

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the 

one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

 

Citizen Kane was an old movie which uncovered the secretive life of an old rich man who lived in a 

secluded way.  He left one word, “Rosebud” which intrigued news reporters to dig into his life to figure 

out what it meant.  In doing so they discovered all kinds of things about the secluded tycoon that they 

had never known before.   

 

Our God leaves us much more than one word to uncover who He is.  He sends His messengers 

throughout the world to let the world know who He is with many words.  Yet all that He is and does 

can also be defined and singled down to THE Word known as Jesus Christ.  His Word speaks much 

more than a confusing “Rosebud.”  It speaks salvation, hope, and forgiveness to our souls.  We don’t 

have to go through hidden archives to find out about this God.  He has made it plain for us in the 

Scriptures.   

 

THE Word shows us much more than words about a god somewhere out there in the heavens on a 

faraway planet.  They reveal to us the God who came here and lived among us and made Himself 

known in very real and lasting ways.  The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.   

 

Here is an interesting and a beautiful thing.  Rich celebrities don’t like living around the regular people 

of their society.  They don’t like being hounded by the paparazzi who constantly want to take their 

photos and follow them around.  They have a great desire for seclusion and privacy.  They put gates 

around their yards and hire security to keep the public from intruding in their yards.  Most of them 

want to be left alone.  Even we have become that way in our own ways.  We feel intruded upon if 

someone comes banging on our door unannounced.  Our God is the opposite!  He desires to dwell 

among His people.    

 

This is beyond understanding.  Imagine if your child decided that he would want to be a pig farmer.  

Imagine that he said he wanted to live in a pig pen because he loved the pigs so much.  You would try 

to talk him out of it and take him to the doctor to have his head and his nose examined.  Who would 

want to live among pigs and take care of them?  How much greater is the love of our God, that He 

desired to dwell among sinful people? 

 

The Word reveals to us this wonderful God who desired to dwell with us.  In the Garden of Eden the 

Lord God came to His humans and walked among them in the cool of the day.  Even after the Fall, God 

chose to dwell above His people in the pillar of cloud and fire.  He even went further down as He chose 

to dwell among the Israelites in the Most Holy Place of the Tabernacle.  This is a beautiful and 

impossible thing, for the Holy God could not have a completely open relationship with sinful people.  It 

was not a complete fulfillment of what God wanted, for He couldn’t appear to the Israelites in complete 
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glory because they would die.   Even when Moses asked to see God, God could only show him His 

backside in the cleft of a rock.  For years and years the High Priest could only go into the Most Holy 

Place once a year to be in the special presence of God through sacrifice.  Why?  Because of God’s 

glorious holiness.   

 

But Christmas changes all of this.  Love of love, God was willing to go a step further in order to 

approach His people and make them approachable to Him.  This is the miracle of Christmas.  The 

Word became flesh.  The Word became flesh, not for just a moment, but for eternity.  In taking on 

flesh, God chose to come into our dirty and cold world and be soft, touchable, holdable.  God chose to 

be weak, hungry, and suffer.  God chose to be crucified and die.  The Author chose to come on the 

stage and take a personal and live part in the story, in order to change the fate of our fallen world.   

 

Think about it.  It is one thing for an author to write words on a page, where you can imagine a world 

that doesn’t exist.  It is another thing for an Author to speak an actual world into existence.  It is an 

even more incredible thing for that Author to come into that world, especially when He knows exactly 

what His world has become; a stinking cesspool of sin and death.  He knew exactly what this world 

would do to Him.  The Word became flesh.   The Word became flesh to do something beautiful.  He 

came to live a  life of love and compassion; a beautiful life.  He came to die an awful death under the 

sins of the world; a beautiful death.  The Author came to show us who He is in the most fleshy way, the 

most realistic way.  Salvation is not just a theory.  God is not just a concept.  Heaven is not just a place 

that we imagine into existence or talk about to make ourselves feel good.  All of this Word is real.  The 

Word became flesh.  

 

John was a Jew.  He had come from centuries of people who had been waiting and waiting for the 

Messiah to come.  His forefathers had been in the desert under the pillar of cloud.  His forefathers had 

seen slavery and captivity.  They had waited and waited for the words of promise of the Messiah.  They 

had spoken about it for hundreds of years in eager expectation of the Messiah.  Now, John said, “We 

have seen it!”  The other day my son was talking about a movie that we had watched at the theater, and 

I had absolutely no recollection of it.  He was amazed that I had completely forgotten going there.  This 

glory that John had seen was so different, He would never forget it.  He had seen the unforgettable 

glory of God! It was the glory of the One and Only.    

 

Think of that term, One and Only.  The Greek word is “monogenes.”  It is not used only of Jesus.  It 

was also used of the son of the widow of Nain.  He was her only son.  It was used of Jairus’ daughter 

who had also died.  She was his only child.  It was also used of Isaac, the son of Abraham.  It is 

interesting to note that Isaac was not the ONLY son of Abraham.  He also had Ishmael and many other 

children through Keturah after Sarah had died.  Yet Isaac was considered a one of a kind son, because 

he could have only existed by the miraculous Word of God.  The widow’s son and Jairus’ daughter 

were their ONLY children.  There were no others.  They were the only one of that generation.  The 

widow had no hope of other children through her husband because he was dead.  They both were raised 

from the dead by Jesus and given life.  So even in the use of this word, you can see some interesting 
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connections.  It was used of Isaac, who was the first child of promise from Abraham’s line - through 

which the Savior would come.  It was also used of only children who were brought back to life, and 

Jesus also came back from the dead.  

 

We are children of God, and we can say we are sons and daughters of God, but we are nothing like 

THE Son of God; God in the flesh; the One of a Kind Son and God.  Even though He was born into 

this world, He wasn’t created.  Even though He entered into our time, He is eternal.  He created the 

world.  He alone saved the world.  Even though He has flesh and blood, He can still be everywhere and 

anywhere He wants.  Even though He is God, only He has flesh and blood.  Even though other people 

have been raised from the dead, nobody else has the power to raise the dead.  Nobody else will judge 

the world or raise the world from the dead on Judgment Day.  Nobody else has these attributes.  

Nobody else does these things.  He is the One and Only. 

 

Is it any wonder that His glory is unique then?   Usually when we think of “glory” we think of the glory 

of the Lord that SHONE around the angels on the night that Jesus’ birth was announced to the world.  

But when they got to the stable, the glory of God was hidden in the humility of that baby in the manger.  

He wasn’t surrounded by soldiers.  He wasn’t born in a palace.  He was placed in a manger.  He had 

nothing to attract us to Him, no halo around His head.  He looked . . . . normal.  Yet hidden in that flesh 

was a beautiful baby, a divine baby, one that would speak the unspeakable and do the unthinkable.  The 

very fact that this baby is God and can be SEEN FACE TO FACE, this is an unfathomable glory.  

When we reveal ourselves to people we take off clothing in order to reveal flesh.   When God reveals 

Himself to us, He puts on clothes of flesh.  The VERY FACT that He allows and enables HIMSELF to 

be seen, that is His glory.  His glory is One of a Kind - unique.  John said that His glory consisted in the 

fact that He came from the Father, full of grace and truth.   

 

The actual meaning of glory - cavode - in the Old Testament - means “heavy.”  The glory of the baby 

in the manger is not in how bright and shiny he is or isn’t.  His glory is in who He is and what He does 

- such a heavy thing to think that this is God in the manger.  Such a heavy thing to think that this baby 

is going to carry the sins of the world on His shoulders to the cross.  That is a heavily glorious thing 

hidden in the flesh of this baby.   

 

So this baby does not just have a little bit of grace and truth in Him.  He is full of it.  He is the 

definition of grace and truth.   

● Grace could be defined as an undeserved gift.  It consists in doing what is good and right for 

someone, no matter what the cost, no matter whether the person wants it or not or deserves it or 

not.   

○ Jesus is the very definition of grace.  He came here to give us salvation.  He didn’t do this 

for His benefit, but for ours.  He didn’t do it because we deserved it.  He didn’t do it 

because He needed our love.  He did it because He is love.  Every step He took, 

everything He did, especially His death on the cross, was to pay for our sins and to earn 

our salvation for us and give it to us free of charge.   
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○ Jesus doesn’t offer us just a little bit of grace.  God doesn’t say that Jesus is ½ grace and 

we earn the other half.  He gives us all of God’s grace in one package, 100% forgiveness 

and 100% holiness.  When we are baptized we get all of Him.  When we receive His 

body and blood in faith we get it all.  Jesus is full of grace.  

● Truth is defined in our culture as an undefinable and individual belief.  Truth is relative to what I 

think it is.  But God’s Word says, “That’s not true!”  There is only one true embodiment of 

truth.  There is only one place we can find 100% truth.  It is in Jesus.  He defines what sin is.  He 

defines what hell is.  He defines what makes God angry.  He defines where heaven is found.  He 

points the finger at us and shows us what we are, sinners who deserve His wrath.  When He goes 

to the cross He shows the truth about sin and God’s wrath.  He also shows the truth about His 

mercy.  He points the finger at Himself and says, “I am the only way to heaven.”   

● Now, this might sound seclusive to some and too exclusive.  However, if you were in a burning 

building, and a fireman came in and said follow me, how many of you would say, “What!  Who 

are you to tell me I have to follow you?  Aren’t there any other pathways out of this building?”  

Oh, the audacity of those who say that this truth is too exclusive and not loving enough.  If they 

only knew the fire that they were being rescued from!  If they only realized what a grace it is to 

have ANY escape route at all.  Jesus gives us the truth.   He is full of truth.  He is the truth.  

 

What a glorious Savior that John shows us.  When you have the privilege of seeing a historic event, it’s 

something you never forget.  “I was there!” we say.  We talk about it with joy and pride for years to 

come.  Don’t you get that same sense of awe and thankfulness in John’s words?  We have seen His 

glory!  What a gift!   

 

Through the eyes of faith, God has enabled us to see how glorious Jesus is.  The Holy Spirit wants us to 

have that same awe at the birth of Christ.  What a gift that we see the glory of this manger scene!  

Hymn 54 has a wonderful way of portraying this wonder and awe at the birth of Jesus.  You will sing it 

during the distribution of the Lord’s Supper.  Think about these words as you sing them -  

 

In that unlikely place I find him as they said:  

Sweet new-born Babe, how frail!  And in a manger bed, 

A still, small voice to cry one day for me, a still small voice to cry one day for me. 

 

How should I not have known Isaiah would be there,  

His prophecies fulfilled?  With pounding heart I stare: 

A child, a son, the Prince of Peace for me, A child a son, the Prince of Peace for me. 

 

Can I, will I forget how Love was born,  

and burned its way into my heart, unasked, unforced, unearned 

To die, to live, and not alone for me, To die, to live, and not alone for me?  Amen.  


